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Using Drafting Libraries (DL)

MAJ Rick Rousseau



41
2

Topics
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• Smart Will Templates
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JAGCNet & DL

http://jagcnet.army.mil/
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JAGCNet & DL
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Set Up - Word Processor Choice

Scroll to find your 
Word Processor.
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Select Browse - to see the 
existing files prepared in 
earlier uses of DL Wills & 
to get a window to name 
the file you are creating. 

Prepare a New Document
- Starting Screen - pick the 
DL Wills Library to advance 
to the next screen.
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Remember, you should use a consistent file naming convention to easily 
identify a client’s document(s) for retrieval.  Consider naming the Output 
File starting with the client’s initials, a hyphen, and the last 5 digits of the 
clients SSN, for example:  JWS-12345.

Selecting Browse on the previous 
screen will open your DLwin subdirectory 
displaying your previous files.  This is the 
default directory associated with your 
word processor.

After entering a file name, 
select Save to advance to 
the next screen.
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Note Comment
describing the 
Index Answer File.

Note Associated 
Output File - it 
shows the location 
of the documents 
created using this 
highlighted Index
Answer File.

After naming the file you are about to prepare, DL Wills asks if you 
desire to use answers (stored in an Index File) from a previous use of 
DL Wills.  If you do, scroll down the Index File name list to find the 
desired Index File.  This is where you retrieve a Smart Will template.
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Use the Green Arrow to 
advance to the next 
menu screen accepting 
the default answer.

Use this screen to identify the Testator’s 
state of domicile.  New York is the default; 
scroll to the state of Testator’s domicile.  DL 
Wills does not prepare a will for a Louisiana 
or Puerto Rico domiciliary.

File name and directory location for 
document(s) you are preparing - in 
this case the file is named JWS-
12345.doc stored in C:\DLwin 
(subdirectory).

Use the Red 
Arrow to return 
to the previous  
menu screen.
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After identifying the Testator’s domicile (Virginia here), DL 
Wills presents this choice screen for selecting documents 
you intend to prepare. 

Note the option to prepare a Client 
Interview Questionnaire that you 
may use as a checklist for your 
interview with your client.

Note the default 
answer from the Index 
File is indicated by a 
dotted line on the letter 
choice.

Having selected Virginia 
as the Testator’s domicile, 
DL Wills reminds you 
here:
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Screen shots of next 
two screens:

Yes, confirms Basic Will.When the client’s assets exceed $650,000 or 
the client has been married before, select 
No on this screen.

Sets Testator’s gender status - male in this example.
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Describes Testator’s current family situation.  Married 
once and wife alive indicated here.
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This screen appears after you answered 
No on the Basic Will Question (slide 17)
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Similar screens -- above when married; below when not
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If yes, you are asked which items are to be 
included on the next few screens (omitted here).  
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If yes, answer how many different cash bequests - next screen



41
22

Use this menu, choice B to include a marital 
deduction or QDOT trust.

Next two are similar -- first  -- married Testator
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Use choice C or D on this menu to include a trust.

Second of two similar screens -- here Testator unmarried

NOTE
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Trustee choices --

Note choice C warning --
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This menu accounts for predeceased 
beneficiary options.
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Trust option if minor contingent beneficiary. 
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Guardianship Options
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Single vs. Separate Trust Choice
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If yes, other screens inquire for specifics . . .

More complex estate planning . . .
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Testator’s Military Connection
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Alternate Beneficiaries
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Trust Options
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Estate Tax & Trust Funding
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Estate Tax & Trust Funding
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Survivorship Preference
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Executor choices . . .
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Choice A or C (above) results in the screen below covering
domiciliaries outside the Testator’s state of domicile.
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Use this menu to enter the names of the Executor
and alternate or successor Executor
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Name the Beneficiary
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Witnesses

Where you know in advance who will serve 
as witnesses it will save time to name them 
here – names can be recalled for other wills.
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Screens following this one illustrate the menu choices 
to prepare:
• Advance Medical Directive/Living Will
• Health Care Power of Attorney
• General Power of Attorney
• Family Tree Affidavit
• Asset List
• Execution Checklist
• Legal Term Explanatory Memorandum

Ancillary Estate Planning Documents
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Living Will & Health Care Proxy
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Naming Health Care Proxy
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Naming Second/Successor Health Care Proxy
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Agent’s Authority
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Living Will Features

Choice of Law
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If yes, answer a series of questions about the 
POA- next screen
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More specifics on General POA -
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More specifics on General POA -
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More specifics on General POA -
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Attorney-in-fact
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Not usually a good idea to include in the will 
- better to indicate in a letter of instruction.
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Execution Details
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After finishing the will (and ancillary documents), DL Wills shows 
you this completion notice.

This shows you the 
Document Name
and Directory where 
the file is stored 
and reminds you of 
your Word Processor 
choice established 
during Set Up.
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Smart Will Templates

• Sample “answer” files
• Single soldier
• Married soldier
• Others

• Software Caveat
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Conclusion

• DL Wills is a powerful estate 
planning tool

• Attorney prepares, crafts the will 
(and other estate planning 
documents) using the tool
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